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January 2005
School Presentation- Our presentation with the students ranging from the seventh to the twelfth grade went well. The topics that the department issued were heath risks that may be due to the open dumpsite near the village.  Many of the students were touched with the presentation and questions were raised. The Caputnguaq High School Student Government had written a letter to the staff and wanted to help the environmental department in any way because they are now concerned about their village and want to minimize the trash and see that the health of the residents are safe.

Oscar introduced the Chefornak IGAP employees during a public hearing in the City Office of Chefornak and explained what we are going to be doing in the village so that the residents of Chefornak will know what we are going to accomplish in the long run. 

The bank account has been opened, and is being well maintained by Assistants (bookkeepers). We are recording funds that we receive from the EPA draw-downs and we are also keeping up with recording checks and maintaining how much money is being spent. 

Matthew shoveled out snow which was surrounding the burn-box so that it could be relocated to the dumpsite.

In the month of January we also worked on the Quarterly Report for October-December. 

Jennifer had made a phone call to UUI concerning the phone line hook up for the Environmental Department. She has also made a letter for the administrator to hook up the phone and fax line.

February 2005

In the beginning of the month of February, the Environmental Department employees had prepared for the Alaska Forum on the Environment trip to Anchorage.

The Chefornak IGAP employees, had attended the Alaska Forum on the Environment February 7-11, 2005 and it was a success.  We had gained more knowledge of our work and got new ideas from other villages on how to improve our land and environment. 

Our environmental coordinator was invited to speak at a Language and Culture session at the Forum which was very well received.  (See photo on next page)
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Internet was received and hooked up after we returned from the Forum in Anchorage. 

Oscar spoke with elders, Maria and Hilary Kairaiuak, about the planning stages with the Lagoon.  He also spoke with Dennis Panruk regarding the Lagoon and Open dumpsite. Dennis had agreed with Hilary’s idea about the trench (man made stream), so that when snow melts during spring we wouldn’t have a mess of the lagoon flowing everywhere around the lagoon and river. 

Oscar spoke with Chefarnrmute Inc. Manager, Robert Panruk, about testing Composting Toilets at the Corporations office (potential CCTHITA Special IGAP project).  Residential testing of four Composting toilets was also introduced through public hearing. 

Billy drafted three Resolutions to ban Styrofoam products and plastic bags. He also drafted, sketched pictures of the lagoon and dumpsite for the resolutions that he had made. (see attachment)

March 2005

Billy had made finalizations on the Resolutions to ban Sytrofoam and got approval by the Chefornak Traditional Council.  That was one of our goals and we succeeded in that. The Resolution was to ban the use of Styrofoam and the shopping bags. Billy also went from house to house explaining what the Resolution is going to cover and what the families should do to help our village ban Styrofoam, mainly to understand why Chefornak T.C. Environmental is banning the use of Styrofoam and plastic bags.

Billy and Jobe Abraham Jr. attended the RALO Training that was held at St. Mary’s. They gained knowledge on solid waste issues that had covered open dumpsites in rural Alaskan villages. (attached are certificates of completion on training)

Matthew Panruk and Jobe Abraham Jr. attended the HAZWOP training in March 2005, and brought back the knowledge of cleaning up open dumpsites, and lagoons in rural Alaska. 

(attached are certificates of completion)

Jennifer had attended the 7 Generations Training that was held in Bethel. She brought back with her the knowledge and better understanding of what out-comes to be expected while working for the IGAP program. 

Matthew and Jobe Jr. relocated the burn box near the dump which is currently waiting on maintenance to finish up the relocation of the burn box. 

The Environmental Department in Chefornak is now currently starting the recycling of used batteries. We have a couple of totes that need to be shipped out to NAPA Auto Parts in Bethel.

Workplan Amendment
We would like to request a change in our workplan.  We would like to take out Objective 5:  “Research and Adopt Emergency Spill Response Plan for Fuel Tanks.”  During the time between writing our original workplan and receiving our IGAP funds, the Tank Farm has written their own Spill Response Plan.  We would like to request that the FTE designated for that objective be used on our continued effort to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags and research alternatives.  
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